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Conference Minister to Retire This Month 
 
After 12 years at the helm of the Indiana-Kentucky Conference, Rev. Stephen Gray will retire August 
31st. As the IKC Conference Minister, Steve has worked with clergy, lay members and church councils 
from congregations across the Conference, especially in the areas of stewardship and financial 
development. 
 
“It has been a privilege to work with so many committed clergy and lay professional staff of the 
Conference,” says Steve. “In addition, we have really been blessed to have employees who have and 
are serving over a long period of time and take their work as a calling. I have also enjoyed the 
opportunity to work for the national setting under different roles.” 
 
Steve is a native of New England, where he attended First Congregational Church, UCC in Holden, 
Mass., as he grew up and where he was eventually ordained in 1972. He graduated from Middlebury 
College in Vermont and Duke Divinity School in North Carolina, where he earned a Master of Divinity 
degree. He is married to Lennie, a registered nurse, and they have two adult children, Stephanie and 
Andrew. 
 
Never intending to enter parish ministry, Steve’s military service was cut short and he ended up in parish 
ministry as an interim pastor at Langdale Congregational Christian Church UCC in Langdale, Ala. “I 
never would have expected it,” says Steve. 
 
He then followed Rev. Clyde Flannery and Rev. Don Orander in serving as the pastor of Brookmeade 
Congregational Church UCC in Nashville, Tenn. where he found himself enveloped in church renewal. 
During Steve’s pastorate, the church grew to full-time ministry. It was during that church’s capital 
campaign that Steve says he learned the true potential for giving in a local congregation as well as the 
spiritual implications of stewardship.  
(Continued on Pg. 3) 
 
IKC Annual Meeting & Ed Day Successful 
 
Celebration, fellowship, worship and learning were all experienced at the 
2010 IKC Annual Meeting. 
  
This year, over 325 attendees participated in various sessions including 
listening to an inspirational address from keynote speaker Rev. Anthony 
Robinson and a presentation from Ms. Jan Resseger, Minister for Public 
Education and Witness UCC Justice and Witness Ministries. 
  
Information presented at the Annual Meeting is available on the IKC 
Website (www.ikcucc.org). 
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Thankfulness 
 

By Stephen C. Gray, Conference Minister 
 
“Therefore, since Jesus was delivered to you as Christ and Lord, live your 
lives in union with him… let your hearts overflow with thankfulness.” (Col. 
2: 6-7) 
 
As I look back over my life’s journey, one of the experiences that most 
profoundly shaped my attitude toward life occurred some 37 years ago in 
the first church I served in Langdale, Alabama. 
 
Awaking at my desk after a short cat nap, I turned to my typewriter to 
continue writing my sermon only to be greeted by wavy lines of type. I 

tried closing one eye and then the other, but what I saw was just the same. I wore glasses, but nothing 
like this had ever happened before. Something was radically wrong with my eyesight. 
 
The local optometrist only scratched his head after looking at my eyes. He made a phone call and I left 
immediately for a two hour drive to Atlanta to see two eye specialists. Both eye specialists examined my 
eyes and both scratched their heads. They made a phone call and four hours later, I was on a plane for 
Boston to see one of the world’s retinal experts at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Hospital.  
 
I waited all the next day to see Dr. H. McKenzie Freeman. Ahead of me were patients from every 
continent in the world. It took Dr. Freeman about two minutes to diagnose my condition – my sight could 
be restored. The next day he operated on my eyes with surgical equipment he had created just six 
months earlier. I was only the second person in the world to undergo such surgery. The surgery was 
successful. While diminished, my eyesight was restored and has continued to serve me all these years. 
Such was not the case for all the patients that saw Dr. Freeman. 
 
As I left the hospital, I was overcome with a sense of my own mortality – something unusual for someone 
26 years of age and in the “prime of health.” But as a Christian believer, I was also overcome by feelings 
of gratitude and thankfulness for what I had come to realize was the “gift” of my eyesight. I had taken it 
for granted, but I had come to learn it was “just on loan.” 
 
Since that surgery, I have been ever so fortunate to be able to express to God each morning my 
thankfulness for the continuing gift of sight. In so doing, over the years, I have adopted an attitude of 
thankfulness for so many other things that are truly gifts given by God.  
 
That does not mean that I have not had my disappointments nor experienced a sense of loss for “gifts” 
that others have been given that I have not. But while our culture tries to convince me that there are so 
many things that I need for the truly good life, my experience so many years ago overwhelms me with 
the knowledge of all the good things with which I have been blessed and for which I cannot help but 
express my thanksgiving to God: my family, my health, my vocation, my “daily bread,” the country in 
which I live, the gift of gifts of seeing and hearing and laughing and loving. 
 
What is it that you are thankful for? In how many ways has God blessed your life? 
 
 

If you have any suggestions for story ideas about your church,  
please send them to the editor,  

Nikki Richards, at n.richards@ikcucc.org. 
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Former IKC Pastor Accepts Call with Missouri 
Mid-South Conference  
 
After years of ministering in various capacities around Indiana and 
Kentucky, Dr. Marc Wessels has accepted a call to serve as the 
Associate Conference Minister of the Missouri Mid-South 
Conference of the UCC commencing in mid-July. He will conclude 
his ministry as a chaplain with the Kentucky Department of 
Corrections and as a full time member of the Kentucky Parole Board 
at that time. 
 
“I’ve been a pastor for nearly 30 years and have served many congregations and I felt like the 
Conference could use my experience,” says Marc. “I felt like it was a good calling.” 
 
Marc graduated from Coker College in South Carolina with a bachelor’s degree in political science with a 
focus on peace studies and went on to complete his doctorate at Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
(Continued on Pg. 4) 
 
Conference Minister Retires (Cont’d.)  
 
“Because of that (Brookmeade) capital campaign I got into stewardship,” says Steve. “I realized that 
capital campaigns are not really about raising money – they are about raising faith.” 
 
Steve served as an Associate Conference Minister with the Penn Northeast Conference and the 
Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and Financial Development with the Massachusetts 
Conference where he provided consultative help in annual stewardship campaigns, capital campaigns 
and planned giving for churches and worked with the National UCC’s Stewardship Council. During his 
career, he has worked with over 200 congregations in conducting regular stewardship, capital campaigns 
and planned giving. 
 
In 1998 Steve was called to his present position with the Indiana-Kentucky Conference.  
 
Steve credits the Board of Directors for their work on addressing the decline in the number of our 
churches through adoption of the Strategic Plan and Vision Plan. “I am also proud of the New Church 
Initiative, as the need for new churches is paramount in the life of our Conference,” says Steve. 
 
As he reflects on his years with the Conference, Steve says, “It has been a blessing to witness so many 
churches with vibrant ministries on Sunday and throughout the week.” 
 
Reflecting on the future, Steve says, “The change happening in all churches and philanthropic 
institutions will continue and a new understanding of the denomination and conference will emerge – 
God will surprise us,” says Steve. 
 
The IKC Board of Directors has called the Rev. John M. Gantt as the Interim Conference Minister. John 
will begin his 13 month ministry with the IKC on July 26, 2010. “This timing will allow for some overlap for 
a smooth transition as Rev. Stephen Gray concludes his ministry on August 31 (Steve will be using 
vacation time and will conclude his time in the Conference Office on August 12),” says Rev. Dan 
Barnum-Steggerda, Chair of the IKC Board of Directors. 
 
Steve has truly been a wonderful leader providing guidance for the Conference from local church leaders 
through Conference employees and even working with the UCC national setting. Thank you, Steve, for 
your years of service and ministry to the Indiana-Kentucky Conference of the UCC.  
 

Dr. Marc Wessels Submitted Photo 
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Church Technology Survey 
 
If your church has not completed the Church Technology Assessment Survey, please do so. The survey 
gives the Communications & Technology Taskforce a more accurate assessment of the technology 
available at each church and connects the committee to at least one person at each church that can 
receive email communications, including the new electronic version of the IKC Newsletter. 

 
Kemper to Receive Award from Yale Divinity � 
 
UCC pastor and recently retired Executive Director of the Kentucky Council of 
Churches, Rev. Nancy Jo Kemper, will receive an alumni award this fall from 
Yale Divinity School.  
 
The Lexington, Ky. native holds dual-standing in the United Church of Christ 
and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Nancy Jo will be recognized by her 
alma mater this fall when she receives the William Sloane Coffin Award for 
Peace and Justice. Look for the full story this fall, when Nancy Jo receives 
that honor. 
 
European Choir Tour Scheduled For June 2011 
 
Join the Immanuel UCC Chancel Choir (Indianapolis) & St. John EUCC 

Sanctuary Choir (Collinsville, IL) as they tour England and Scotland June 15th-24th, 2011. The tour begins 
in London and continues to Cambridge, Lincoln, York and Edinburgh. The choir will perform in London, 
Lincoln and Edinburgh.  
 
The discounted rate per person has been extended through Aug. 31, 2010. A convenient payment plan 
is available to help spread out the cost. Deposits of $250 received by August 31st will secure a per 
person price of $3,459. After August 31st, the price per person will be $3,559. Singers and non-singers 
are welcome.  
 
Contact Debbie Allbright, Immanuel UCC (317) 862-6087 or Todd Pettit, St. John EUCC (618) 409-8404 
for more details or visit our tour website at http://web.me.com/tallen70/ChoralTour2011/All_Aboard!.html.  
 
IKC Pastor Accepts Call With MMS Conference (Cont’d .) 
 
Ordained in the UCC in 1981, Marc started his ministry serving six years with the Uniting Church in 
Australia. He then continued his ministry back in the United States and served at several UCC churches 
including two IKC churches. Marc served as the Pastor of Faith UCC in Louisville, Ky. and Interim Pastor 
of New Middletown UCC in Corydon, Ind. He holds partnership standing in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 
 
Marc was also an adjunct professor for Spalding University in Louisville, Ky., where he taught courses 
focusing on Christian theology and ethics, as well as creation and cosmology. 
 
Building off of his passion, Marc founded the Space Exploration Archive (SEA), a nonprofit organization 
whose purpose is to promote the peaceful use of outer space. “Space Exploration Archive is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to collect, preserve and interpret artifacts, books, ephemera, space 
hardware, artwork, etc. related to the human endeavor in outer space,” says Marc. 
 
The Missouri Mid-South Conference looks forward to working with Marc as he begins this new chapter in 
his career. “Marc is a person of faith, gifted in issues of Social Justice, enthusiastic in his mission, and 
grounded in UCC ministry,” says a member of the Missouri Mid-South ACM Search Committee. 

Rev. Nancy Jo Kemper 
Submitted Photo 


