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New President of UCC to Be Installed

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black will be installed as the general minister and
president of the United Church of Christ on Sat., April 17". The installation
service will take place at 2pm at Federated UCC in Chagrin Falls, Ohio.

Black was elected by the 2009 General Synod 27 and succeeds the Rev.
John H. Thomas as general minister and president of the UCC. Black was
formerly the conference minister of the New York Conference a member of
the national UCC parish life and leadership staff.

Rev. Geoffrey A. Black )

In late January, the Rev. Don Bernhardt, Bethel United Church of Christ, Evansville, Ind., received a
priority mail envelope — with no return address — in his home mailbox. When he opened the envelope,
he found, in addition to a hand written note, a smaller envelope filled with $100 dollar bills, totaling
$5,000. The envelope came from none other than Evansville’s anonymous benefactor known only as
Mr. G.

“You can imagine my shock,” said Don. “The note indicated this was to be used by the church in
anyway we chose. The only stipulation was that some of it should go to Haiti.”

The next day, Don shared the news with the church council and the rest of the church. “At the council
meeting in February, after a very enjoyable discussion, the decision was made to respond to Mr. G's
generosity by matching his gift of $5,000 with a $5,000 gift of our own,” said Don.

(Continued on Pg. 3)

National UCC Viral Campaign to Launch This Month

A new Stillspeaking commercial will be launching on Fri., April 16™. Called the “Language of God,” it
will invite people to think more deeply and broadly about the phrase “God is still speaking.” What also
makes the new commercial exciting — and different — is how it will be carried out, launched and
delivered.

For the first time, reliance will be on a grassroots, viral campaign to “spiral’ the message across the
internet — via web-based ads, Facebook, YouTube, MySpace, emails and blogs. While internet ads will
be purchased to launch the campaign, the heart of the movement will be an all-hands-on-keyboards
approach on April 16™.
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God'’s Plan
By Stephen C. Gray, Conference Minister
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10b)

It was a remark that | trust all of us have heard from time to time. When
asked if there were any joys or sorrows to share, an acquaintance in a
group | attend said, “Please pray for my sister; she has breast cancer.
They don't expect her to live much longer. | don’t understand why she has
to suffer. | guess we just have to accept it is part of God’s plan.”

It was neither the right place nor the appropriate time, but in response |
wanted to shout, “No, no, no! God doesn’t plan for your sister or anyone else to die! God is as
distraught about her illness as you are! God wants her to live her life and to live it abundantly!”

But the “Christianity” of today’s modern pop culture wants us to believe that God has everything about
our lives planned. In the oft-read book, A Purpose Driven Life, author Rick Warren says, “Because
God made you for a reason; he also decided when you would be born and how long you would live. He
planned the days of your life in advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and death.” (Chapter 2)

Such an understanding of God might be prevalent in our culture today, but it is not my understanding
of the God revealed in Jesus Christ. Why?

In the first place, | find it totally incompatible to claim that a God of love is responsible for the Holocaust
of World War Il. Are we to truly believe that the God revealed in Jesus plans painful deaths for some
and long lives for others? Awful events like the Holocaust tell us far more about the sinfulness of
human beings than they do about the nature of God.

Secondly, to claim that God has our lives planned out might make it easier to sleep at night, but it
totally removes any personal responsibility that people have for their actions. My understanding is that
God has given us the freedom to make choices. While it may prove convenient to blame God’s plan
when we make a poor choice, my understanding is that we need to take responsibility for our poor
choices and to ask for God'’s forgiveness — not for God to take the rap! Finally, the very act of prayer
testifies to our belief that God is active in the world and has the power to transcend our actions and
“make a way out of no way.”

For me, my faith understanding is that God is truly present with us and celebrates with us and weeps
with us. On the occasion of a marriage, | sense God smiling and praying for a long life together. At the
birth of a child, the God that | worship is beaming at the first cries of new life. When we have truly been
neighbor to a Samaritan, God claps with joy! In a time of sorrow or illness, God is present praying with
us and for us that our lives might have the abundance for which they were created. And in times of
natural tragedy or when we human beings do terrible things to one another, God weeps for us and
then takes us home.

May you be conscious of our God who is never farther away from us than our breath and who beckons
to each of us daily to run the race that we “may have life, and have it abundantly.”

If you have any suggestions for story ideas, please send them to the editor,
Nikki Cassell, at n.cassell@ikcucc.org.
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Newly Ordained Pastor to Serve In IKC

The Rev. Micaela (Caela) Wood finished seminary in December of 2009
and was ordained Jan. 10, 2010 at First United Church in Bloomington,
Ind.

Many pastors are ordained in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference each year
and take calls out of state. Caela was ordained in the IKC and is staying

Micaela, David, Maitland active and working within the Conference.
(born in February 2010)

and their beagle, Yankee

“I first felt a call to ministry at the age of 16 at a regional United Methodist

youth event in Arkansas,” says Caela who grew up in the United Methodist Church.

“I toyed with it off and on through college... | worked for a few years outside the church and decided in
October 2006 that | was feeling a call to ministry again — but in a different denomination. | decided to
quit my full-time job and go back to seminary at Christian Theological Seminary in Indy, to get my
Master of Divinity degree. | was blessed to work as the Assistant Minister at First United throughout
seminary. I've never looked back.”

According to Caela, both she and her husband, David, grew up United Methodist, but have found their
home in the United Church of Christ. “The church is my favorite place to be,” says Caela. “There is no
where else I'd rather spend my days. | love the people in the church — there’s no one else I'd rather
work alongside.”

“The experience of my Ecclesiastical Council and ordination are ones | will never forget because it was
so amazing and humbling to finally see all these years of preparation come to fruition,” says Caela.

Rev. Micaela Wood will be installed as the Associate Minister at First United Church in Bloomington on
May 2, 2010 at 10 am by the Southeast Association.

Mr. G (Cont'd. From Pg. 1)

The initial plan for dispersing the $5,000 donation was to give $1,000 to five different causes — Haiti
Earthquake Relief (through One Great Hour of Sharing), Tri-State Food Bank, Albion Fellows Bacon
Center (a shelter for women and children who are victims of domestic and sexual violence), Bethel
youth group's Appalachia Service Project mission trip to West Virginia and Habitat for Humanity of
Evansville. “We have already matched the $5,000 with our own $5,000, which, of course, now means
each of those ministries will receive $2,000,” said Don.

"Mr. G explained that he knew of Bethel UCC's commitment to programs of outreach over the years,
and trusted that it would be used for the good of the community, and specifically people in need,” said
Don. “We took his trust in us and this generous act of stewardship on his part very seriously.”

When asked if he thought the challenge to the congregation would make Mr. G proud, Don responded,
“Yes, he is pleased. He left a message on my phone; informing me he had seen the article in the
newspaper and was grateful for our response to his gift. And, in case you are wondering, yes, | tried to
call him back, but could not. His number was hidden or blocked. He obviously wants to remain
anonymous. That, too, we will honor.”

Merom is holding a contest for camp t-shirt designs. The design should be one-color and all

entries should be submitted to tshirt@merom.org by May 1*. Please include name and camp
attending this summer as the winner receives a campership for 50% of the camper fee.
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Merom Summer Camps Build Heroes

This year's theme for Merom Summer Camps is “Being a Hero, Living Life
Jesus.” Through this theme, campers will explore the characteristics of heroes
and learn how they can become heroes too. They will study six biblical stories
and relate them to modern stories to demonstrate how many heroes are often
everyday people, doing simple, everyday things. Campers will learn how,
regardless of age, they can do things and be heroes for God and in the
process change their lives and the lives of others.

Summer Work Camps

Rev. Bob Long of Immanuel

. . . UCC, Indianapolis helps repair a
IKC Summer Work Camps are coming soon. The first will be June 13-26 roof during a past IKC Work

in Jackson, Ky. and the second will be held June 27-July 10 in Louisville, | camp. photo by Val Ruess

Ky. Both camps will be helping with flood recovery. For more information,
contact MaryAnna Speller maryannaspeller@gmail.com.

2009 Our Church’s Wider Mission Awards Announced

Category: Top 3 Per Capita by Association

Evansville Tri-State Association-To Be Presented: Mon., April 19, 2010
Bethlehem UCC Evansville-$55.83, Bethel UCC Evansville-$48.90 & Zion UCC Henderson-$41.45

Kentuckiana Association-To Be Presented: Sun., April, 25, 2010
Immanuel UCC Crothersville-$82.40, Salem UCC Louisville-$49.65 & Faith Community UCC
Louisville-$49.53

Lincolnland Assaociation-To Be Presented: Sat., May, 1, 2010
St. Peter UCC Lamar-$56.09, St. Peter UCC Dubois-$31.41 & St. Paul UCC Holland-$28.37

Northeast Association-To Be Presented: Sun., May, 2, 2010
Plymouth UCC Fort Wayne-$49.42, Cross UCC Berne-$37.92 & First Congregational UCC Angola-
$33.72

Northwest Association-To Be Presented: Sun., April, 25, 2010
Grace UCC Culver-$114.13, Zion UCC South Bend-$73.14 & First Congregational UCC Elkhart-
$48.00

Southeast Association-To Be Presented: Sun., April, 25, 2010
First Congregational UCC Indianapolis-$146.01, Pleasant Run UCC Indianapolis-$95.84 & Immanuel
UCC Indianapolis-$94.56

Wabash Valley Association-To Be Presented: Sun., May, 2, 2010
St. John UCC Vincennes-$46.54, First UCC Clay City-$45.63 & Bethany UCC W. Terre Haute-$33.33

Western Association-To Be Presented: Sun., April, 25, 2010
First Congregational UCC Kokomo-$27.37, St. James Salem UCC Francesville-$25.73 & Immanuel
UCC Lafayette-$21.02

Congratulations and thank you to these churches that contributed the most per capita to Our Church’s
Wider Mission.
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