
 
 
 

Meet your IKC 
 

“Partners In Education”  

 

and invite them to meet you… 
 

“Partners In Education” was organized in 1998 by the Education Division of the Board for Homeland 
Ministries for all our Conferences throughout the United Church of Christ.  Before that, Dennis Frischi-
Mouri, then IKC Minister for Christian Education, had identified and called together consultants in different 
areas of the Conference.  With the inauguration of Partners, we became a part of the national network of 325 
partners.  New partners have joined and some have departed. 
 
We all have a passion for Christian education.  In addition to our respective education and experience, we 
have been enriched by national conferences to augment skills and learn about new curricula.  We have a 
broad range of interests and capabilities and are eager to help you with your educational ministries.  Now for 
the introductions: 
 
 

Edward Adamson has been serving with the UCC as Minister of Christian Education 
with St. Andrew UCC in Louisville since summer of 2000.  After serving with 
Southern Baptists, United Methodists and the Christian Church (DoC), Edward came to 
the United Church of Christ as a full-time worker in the field of Christian Education 
with several years of experience that included working with children, youth, family and 
social ministries plus music.  He has been a Partner In Education since 2003 and is a 
member of Great Lakes Association of United Church Educators.  Edward welcomes 
any opportunity to work with local congregations and is currently involved with St. 
John UCC in Louisville as that community of faith seeks to revive its educational 

programming by implementing a Christian Education Team and church school/Bible study classes.  Contact 
Edward at 502-452-1777 or edward@saintandrewucc.org.  
 
 
Linn Bartling  is a Licensed Minister and Interim Pastor of Sparta UCC in Kimmell.  
She has been a Partner In Education since the inception of the program and a 
Christian Educator for 30 years, having served on staff of several local churches.  A 
member of the Association of United Christian Educators, she was its membership-
treasurer for two terms and a member of the Coordinating Committee.  Linn is 
available for phone and e-mail consultations as well as on-site workshops on 
curriculum selection, and creative approaches to Sunday school for children and 
adults. Also, she is a trainer in the PERCEPT demographics and can help your 
congregation develop a realistic vision for education based on the needs of your 
area.   Contact Linn at 206-672-2837 or LTS3@aol.com.  
 

- over - 



Nancy Dickinson is the Partners In Education Coordinator for the Indiana-Kentucky 
Conference, having been an education consultant before the present national program 
began.  A Commissioned Minister in Christian Education, she is also Certified 
Specialist in Education by the UCC.  Having served as Minister of Christian Education 
at First Congregational Church, Indianapolis and as Associate Pastor at First Christian 
Church (DOC) in Mooresville, she is now retired from paid ministry, but serves the 
IKC in many capacities including the Faith Education Committee, Evangelical Church 
of Westphalia-IKC Partnership Working Group, and Confirmation Retreats.  A member 
of the Association of United Church Educators, she served on the Coordinating 

Committee.  Nancy enjoys introducing new resources and models of education including the human sexuality 
curriculum “Our Whole Lives,” and looks forward to helping churches with their educational ministries.   
Contact Nancy at 317-251-3671 or rdndjnd@earthlink.net. 
 
 

Dennis L. Frische-Mouri is the Co-Pastor of St. John United Church of Christ, 
Cumberland, and the former Minister of Christian Education for the Indiana-
Kentucky Conference.  Dennis has 29 years of Christian Education experience.  He 
served as workshop leader and Dean of EDUCARE for many years, and was on the 
founding Board for the Congregational Resource Center at Christian Theological 
Seminary.  As a long-time member of the Association of United Church Educators, 
Dennis served on its Great Lakes Steering Committee.  He has been a Partner In 
Education since 1998.  “For many years I have enjoyed consulting with 
congregations and leading workshops on curriculum, teaching, technology and 
worship.”   Contact Dennis at 317-894-7958 or dennis.stjucc@comcast.net.    
 
 

Ruby Schroeder is an ordained clergy in the United Church of Christ and retired 
professor of Christian Education at Eden Theological Seminary, now living in 
Wadesville, Indiana.  She has had education experience as a lay person in a local 
church, as a trained educator on the staff of local churches, as well as her teaching at 
Eden.  A founding member of the Association of United Church Educators, Ruby 
continues to serve as its archivist, as well as on the Great Lakes AUCE steering 
committee.  She has been a Partner In Education consultant in the UCC since the 
program’s inception.  Ruby is available for church consultations, leadership training 
and introduction to curriculum resources for church school, youth ministry and adult 
education.   Contact Ruby at 812-985-2795. 

 
 
John Whitebread, a Commissioned Minister of Christian Education in the United 
Church of Christ, has served as Minister of Education at Plymouth Church, Ft. Wayne, 
since January 2001.   He was a public high school teacher of English and Theatre for 
fifteen years before beginning to work in Christian Education in churches.  John came 
to Indiana-Kentucky Conference from Pennsylvania Southeast Conference where he 
was also a Partner In Education.  He also serves the Indiana/Kentucky Conference as 
Chairperson of the Faith Education & Worship Committee, and is currently the 
secretary of the Coordinating Committee of the Association of United Church 
Educators.  In addition to playing both piano and organ, John has an extensive 
background in Technical Theatre and Design, and is a Computer Nut, so is willing to 
consult with churches in areas of worship technology, drama and music in addition to other educational 
ministries.  Contact John at 260-423-9424 or johnwhitebread@plymouthfw.org. 
 

 



Carla Gilbert , our newest Partner In Education, has recently come to the Indiana-
Kentucky Conference from the Rocky Mountain Conference where she retired from active 
UCC ordained pastoral ministry.  She is now focusing on educational ministry, having 
been a Partner since its formation, affirming the role of “Pastor as Educator” while 
serving on Faith Nurturing/Education Committees in the Southern California, Central 
Pacific and Rocky Mountain Conferences.  She also served churches as pastor in those 
conferences.  At present she is Director of Christian Education at Church of Christ Union 
in Berea, KY, working to develop and broaden the educational ministry of the church for 
all ages.  She has a Diploma in the Art of Spiritual Direction and especially enjoys 

suggesting resources for spiritual formation/development for all ages, especially for parents as they seek to find 
ways to enhance the spiritual lives of their children.  Carla is available for consultation on curriculum resources, 
enriching the educational/worship experience through drama and dance for all ages, assisting churches with 
human sexuality programs, and in planning events which strengthen and broaden the educational mission of the 
church.  Contact Carla at 801-781-0957 or cagilbert@adelphia.net. 
 
 
Would you like an introduction to resources for small groups? New curriculum for adults? 
 
Are you a small church looking for curriculum  for multiple ages of children? 
 
Are you wondering about better youth resources? 
 
How about the care and feeding of your teachers? 
 
Do you need resources for stewardship or evangelism? 
 
If you are asking questions such as these, we are willing to help.  Next month our new brochure will be 
delivered in the mid-month mailing with further details.  But in the meantime, you are invited to contact us. 
 

Nancy Dickinson 
Coordinator for IKC Partners In Education 
 
P.S.  Although we are spread over the Indiana-Kentucky Conference, we would like to add partners, 
especially in the northwest and southwest areas of the Conference.  Any suggestions? 
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